[Structural organization of macrophages in forming human placenta].
Placental macrophages (Kashchenko-Hofbauer cells) belong to a special population of tissue macrophages of human fetal provisional organs. The aim of the present study was to investigate the structure of Kashchenko-Hofbauer cells at the stage of placenta formation using the methods of light and electron microscopy and immunocytochemistry. Cytological and cytochemical peculiarities of Kashchenko-Hofbauer cells revealed in this study, leave no doubt that they belong to the tissue macrophages group. Their cytoplasm is strongly reactive with antibodies against CD68 lysosomal antigen suggesting potentially high phagocytic activity of these cells. Weak nuclear labeling with proliferation marker PCNA was found in placental macrophages.